Database management in family medicine.
A computerized database will serve a practice well if physicians and staff make their expectations and needs explicit, establish clear database specifications, and use those specifications as the basis for selecting appropriate data management software and computer hardware. Any computerized database management system introduced into a practice should be thoroughly documented, and the process of implementing the system should be planned in advance. Finally, because a practice's information-related needs, expectations, and capabilities change over time, database usage should be reviewed and refined regularly.